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[IT-Gandhinagar introduces I\/Iastl Ki Pathshala to curb suicides
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DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B ﬂ
NEW DELHI

The IITs have woken up to the
frequent cases of suicides
within their campuses. Taking
the lead in initiating innovative
steps to check suicides, JIT-
Gandhinagar has introduced an
inniovative initiative called Masti
Ki Pathshala. New entrants to the
institute will not have to attend
classes for the first five weeks and
during this period the students
will get time to play games,
indulge in sporting activities, ¢cin-
emas, outings and several other
extracurricular activities where
they will get an opportunity to
interact with each other, seniors
and institute staff.

According to  1IT-

Gandhinagar Director, Prof
Sudhir K Jain, “Initial bonding
is more important than begin-
ning studies during the first few

weeks for new candidates.’
_Social orientation of the stu- -

dents and acquainting them to
the ground realities of society
is important.”

“Our B-Tech students will
go through a five-week
Foundation Programme to
enable them to cope better with
the challenges that lie ahead in
their yearsat 1IT-Gandhinagar
and in their professional life
beyond this institute. .

“They will enjoy them-
selves and at the same time the
students, staff and faculty will
bond together as one big fam-
iy} ]am said about his new ini-
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tiative to arrest cases of suicide.
Other IIT’s too have
expressed their interest in this
initiative and may implement
the Masti Ka Pathshala from
the forthcoming academic ses-
sion. However, the ITTs are still

grappling with the harsh real-

tythat students have access to
drugs and liquor in the cam-
puses. This is one of the major
cause for suicides in IITs and
other Centrally Funded
Technical Institutes (CFTT).
Prof Sanjay Dhande,
Director, IIT-Kanpur, described
suicides as a “social scourge”
In a presentation of a
report on Prevention of Suicide
and Promotion of Wellness in
the CFTIs by the MHRD-con-
stituted task force comprising
all 1IT Directors, it said that
every institution should have a
dedicated system to cater to the
mental health and c

the panel suggested that there
should be mechanism of reduc-
ing the financial burden of stu-
dents. It sugjested that ade-
quate financial support is made
available according to the bud-
getary provisions of the insti-
tution and the Government.
The Directors discussed at
length about the ‘intrusion’ of
drugs and alcohol within the
campus and into the hostel
room. “The issue is as how
these intoxicating agents reach
the hostel rooms. Once these
items are in the hands of the
students’ then there are many
associated probl ‘We need

3

needs of the students.
Astonishingly while the

Centre has announced a major

hike in the fee structure of I'Ts,

to think and ponder over how
we check this (drugs and alco-

hol) menace within the cam-
pus,” said the presentation made

before the HRD Minister MM
Pallam Raju during the Council
of I'T Meeting early this week.
‘The panel formed to look
into reasons behind the spate of
suicides had attnbutedp
addiction, failed love also as also
the reason for growing number
of suicides within various IIT
campuses. The report also talks
about the technology like mobile
hones and internets which too
Eave become a menace. The
logic given by the panel was con-
stant internet use left students
too tired to concentrate on
lessons. A case which came to

point of discussion was that -

about a student who committed
suicide at an ITT when one of his
female classmate deleted the
boy’s name from a social website.



Financial Chronicle ND 12/01/2013
P-18

Page 2 of 3

A visit to Datawind’s éssémbly
plant in India reveals how the
world’s cheapest tablet is made

PAMPOSH RaINA, - \(\
IN A nondescript neighbour-
hood of. Amritsar known as
Ghee Mandi, a three-story
building with blue glass win-
dows has
prominent sign: “DataWind
Makers of Aakash Tablets.”
In the city of Amritsar, the
British-based manufacturer

of the world’s cheapest tablet .

computer has based its opera-
. tions in India, supported by a
battery of local recruits from

the area, some of whom make

as little as Rs 5,000 ($92) a
month. The Amritsar office is
where DataWind is assem-
bling the low-cost Aakash-2
tablet, CEO of DataWind,

displayed a -

fixed to the base of the tablet,
and they were stuck together
using blue plastic tape to avoid
a rattling sound fhat could be
produced by vigorous shaking
of the tablet, Singh said.

In fact, tablets were being

“assembled at the floor right

above his office, Singh said.
On the second floor, in a 900-
square-feet hall was a big rec-
tangular table with a cutout
centre, surrounded by chairs
and cccupied by 16 men.
Singh said they were pro-
gramming them and adding
standard applications featured
on every UbiSlate tablet. The
setup involved no machines,
except for tiny soldering guns,
and lacked air conditioning,

Suneet Singh Tuli, said ~ Singh said that the factories’
recently, in response to an §curnent setup allows it to
article in The New York Times

E make 1,000 tablets a day on

that reported DataWind was ~ % an average, with the staff

e OB

buying finished tablets from
Chinese manufacturers. “We
have been strong proponents
of developing a manufactur-
ing base in India, and our
actions continue to reflect
this,” Tuli said.

In early December, India

Ink visited the Amritsar

office. A narrow staircase
leading up to the first floor
was decorated with a small
poster with a UbiSlate tablet,
the name for the commercial
version of the product, with
the price marked in bold: Rs
© 4,499, or $81. :

The landing on the office
. floor had a reception desk,
separated by a transparent

glass partition. Behind the

glass, several men and women
sat behind several long com-
munal tables. Ibadat Singh,
the bespectacled VP for opera-
tions, offered a guided tour.
The ground floor serves as
a warehouse, cramped with

A DREAM PROJECT: British-based manufacturer DataWind has already missed its first deadline of
December 31 to supply 100,000 Aakash-2 tablets to IT'T, Bombay

rows of shipping boxes piled
on top of each other. One box,
which Singh pointed te, had a
sticker that read, ‘Tested’ and
was packed with a batch of

‘tablets that were ready to use,

he said. Some of the boxes
had ‘Easydy’ printed on them,

the name of a tablet manufac- -
" turing company in Shenzhen,

China. Singh said DataWind
was not buying finished
tablets from China, but that
the recycling boxes happened
to come from China.

At the rear of the ground
floor warehouse was a mis-
matched set of a table and
chairs, eccupied by two men
who were pressing the touch-
screens on two separate
tablets. These, Singh said,
were the most upgraded ver-
sions of ‘the tablet made by
DataWind, which could dou-

ble up as a mobile phone.
These tablets locked like

the- latest version of Aakash,

but with & SIM card slot in
them, Singh said the compa-
ny only had two in stock to
test which mobile service in
India offered the best phone
connectivity He showed a

sample of a touchscreen

panel that he said had been
made at DataWind's manu-
facturing unit in Montreal.
The panel prototype was a
rectangle frame made of
glass and it had a slight-crack

_on one of its edges.

All the tablets produced by

DataWind used the touch-

screen panels shipped from
Montreal, Singh said, and the
company is also making
modems to be used in the
tablets there, he said.

~Tuli -told The New York

Times in a recent interview
that in-house production of
the panels helped in reducing
the overall cost of making the

tablet 50 that DataWind could *

beat its global competitors in
the low-cost tablet market. -
The next stop during the
tour was Ibadat Singh’s first-
floor cubicle, The young work-
force of around 85 people
included accountants, engi-
neers, computer program-
mers and support staff who
are responsible for answering
the company’s customer care
number and responding to
customer e-tnails, Singh said,
Holding up a UbiSlate
tablet in his hand, he pulled
apart its back cover. “Even you
can do it,” he said. The com-

ponents that lay just beneath-

the cover included a mother-
board, a battery and few wires,

" manager,

working three shifts a day, and
each eight-hour shift made up
of 20 people. Each tablet takes
five minutes to assemble and
two to program, he said.

India Ink also visited in
early December the Delhi
office of DataWind, located in
south Delhi. A senjor sales
Kumar Kundan
Saran, who said he had been
working with the company for
four years, said the office has a
staff of about 20 people. Saran
said that DataWind had a
2,000-square-foot warehouse
in the neighbourhood, where
it stored the tablets that came
in from China. He added that
the engineers also worked on
the tablets in that space.

DataWind has already
missed its first deadline of
December 31 to supply
100,000 Aakash-2 tablets to
IIT, Bombay.

Courtesy: India Ink
InmanonaLHerabi Tribune ,
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FAULTY POLICY?

® The British govt’s rhetoric on
immigration is undermining the
UK market In foreign students

® 11 universities have raised
concerns about what they called
the "economically disastrous and
socially divisive™ neglect of
postgraduate students

® Unjversities get 10% of their
income from non-EU students.

Guardian News Service

 letters@hindustantises com

LONDON: The number of post-
graduate students travelling
from non-EL eountries to study
at UK universities has fallen for
the first time in 16 years, fuelling
fears that the government's
immigration crackdown is
deterring thousands of the
brightest students from con-
tinuing their studies in Britain.

HT Chandigarh

New visa rules: 25% drop in Indian students going to UK

The number of students
coming to the UK from China
continued to rise, with 11,000
more enrolling in 2001-12 than
in the previous vear However,
there was an 25% drop in the
number from India, and a 13%
drop from Pakistan,

“Not only are these countries
with lnrpe numbers of ambitious
students aspining to study over-
seas, but they are also countries
with which we have historical-

Iy been actively engaged in the
areas of higher education and
research,” Jo Beall, British
Couneil director of education
and society, said.

Tim Westlake, director for the
student  experience  at
Manchester University, said stu-
dents whose families relied on
them working in the UK after
their studies to gain experience
and repay the fees were start-
ing to look elsewhere. *Since

2001, the university has had sig-
nificant growth in Indian stu-
dents, but over the past two
years there has been o 32% drop
in Indian master’s enrolments.
Master’s applications from India
e chown again by 33% this yeqnr”

Over recent vears, the num-
berof non-EU postgraduates has

risen annually by an average of

more than 10%, but figures
released by the Higher Education
Statistical Agency (Hesa) show
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1% drop in enrolments in the
201112 academic vear:

Beall said the fall would be
couse alarm among UK vice-
chancellors, “The sector was
expecting a decline in growth,
but the actual reduction in post-
grachite numbers is of real con-
cern as international students
make up the majority of num-
bers in many postgraduate
courses and research teams in
seience,” he said.




